CLAIMS 



A computer storage system comprising: 
a fli^ processor to manage data transmission in the computer storage system, the file 
processor operating as part of a computing device; 

a management component module and at least one client component on at least one other 
computing device tlmt work in conjunction with the file processor for archival type requests. 

2. The computeXstorage system of claim 1 wherein the archival type requests comprise 
backup requests such that a^least one copy of a data is stored in a location other than an original 
location of the data. 



3. The computer storage 
retrieval requests that allows a dat^ 



t^m of claim 1 wherein the archival type requests comprise 
>e requested in the computer storage system for immediate 



access. 



4. The computer storage system of oJaim 1 wherein the archival type requests comprise 
restoration requests that provide the storage syh^m with the ability to restore a data to a selected 
state. 



5. The computer storage system of claim 1 wfterein the management component initiates 
a full backup of the storage system as stored and managed on a storage area network (SAN) 
system. 
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6. ishe computer storage system of claim 1 further comprising a media component and a 
clientfepmponent that manage functions associated with a backup of the computer 
storage sya^m. 

7. A modular network storage system comprising: 

a file processor for directing functions associated with the archival of data over a 
network, the file processor being a part of a computing device; 

a plurality of backup devices, each backup device having storage space for the archival of 

data; 

a plurality of media components, each media component being a part of a computing 
device and being communicatively coupled to one or more of the plurality of the backup devices 
and the file processor for controlling the archival functions of the backup devices in accordance 
with the direction from the file processor; 

a plurality of client components for generating archival type requests; and 
wherein the file processor, in response to the archival type requests, provides direction to 
the plurality of media components for directing the archival functions in accordance with the 
archival type requests. 

8. The modular network storage system of claim 7, further comprising: 

a management component, which is a part of a computing device, communicatively 
coupled to the file processor and the plurality of client devices for coordinating archival 
functions. 

9. The modular network storage system of claim 7, further comprising: 
a pluraHty of client devices; and 
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wherein each client component is communicatively coupled to one or more of the 
plurality of client devices and the file processor for communicating the archival type requests 
fi-om the client devices to the file processor. 

J^}S^ \. P^[M^ The modular network storage system of claim 9, wherein at least two of the plurality 
of client devices run different operating systems. 

^( I2f. Th^miodular network storage system of claim 7, wherein the archival type requests 
comprise backup requests such that at least one copy of data is stored in a location other than an 
original location of the^ata. 

2 \^ p. The modular n6hvork storage system of claim 7, wherein the archival type requests 

comprise retrieval requests tha^allows data to be requested in the computer storage system for 
immediate access. 

J4. The modular network stor^e system of claim 7, wherein the archival type requests 
comprise restoration requests that provide>^e modular network storage system with the ability to 
restore data to a selected state. 

|L| }6. The modular network storage systemW claim 9, fiirther comprising: 

a network storage media communicatively ftoupled to two or more of the plurality of 
client devices over the network and the plurality of bacKUp devices; 

wherein at least one client device includes a local srorage media; 

wherein the archival functions include reading data m^m the network storage media and 
writing the data to one of the plurality of backup devices; and 



Q 
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wherein the archival functions include reading data from the local storage media and 
writing the data to one of the plurality of backup devices. 

|6 }\ A method for storing data over a network, comprising: 

providing a file processor, communicatively coupled to at least one client component and 
a plurality of media components; 

providing a plurality of backup devices, each backup device having physical storage 
space for performing archival functions; 

coupling tha plurality of media components communicatively with the plurality of 
backup devices, and with a file processor, wherein each of the media components controls the 
archival functions of on^or more backup devices; 

generating an archVal type request, by the at least one of client component to the file 
processor; and 

directing, by the file p^jcessor through the plurality of media components, the backup 
devices to perform an archival fuirction, in accordance with the archival type request. 

\^ >?. The method of claim >d\wherein at least two of the plurality of clients run different 
operating systems. 

[\ The method of claim >?f wierein the archival type requests comprise backup 
requests such that at least one copy of a data)^s stored in a location other than an original location 
of the data. 



1*1 J^. The 
comprise retrieval re- 
immediate access. 
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etwork storage system of claim \u wherein the archival type requests 
that allows data to be requested in the computer storage system for 
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^ Tiife>^n3j^lar network storage system of claim yf, wherein the archival type requests 
comprise restoratio4^^uests that provide the modular network storage system with the ability to 
restore data to a selected sr 
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